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March 20, 2017

Spring Greetings BMS Families:

It is a busy time of year for us as we begin planning our student and teacher schedules for next year. Earlier this

semester, your child completed course registration for the 2017-18 school year. At this time, those course

requests have been entered and can be viewed in Parent Portal. To view your child’s selections, please see the

“Directions for Accessing Student Course Selections” below. If a data input error has occurred, or if you have

changed your mind about any of your child’s elective choices, please contact the Guidance Office at 951-5803.

Math placements for next school year are now also entered with your student’s course selections.  Math

placement decisions were made by analyzing multiple pieces of student data, including course grades, test

scores, and teacher assessments. Our goal is to ensure that all students are placed in mathematics courses that

will deliver an appropriate level of challenge and prepare students for their future high school, college, and career
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experiences. If you have questions specific to math placements, you should
contact Kami Reece, the instructional math coach at Blacksburg Middle School.
 She can be reached at kamireece@mcps.org or 951-5800.

Students who are identified as needing further support in English and/or
mathematics may be scheduled to participate in the Read 180 and/or Math 180
intervention programs, in addition to their grade level English and mathematics
courses.  We have made tentative placements in these intervention courses,
however, those placements will not be finalized until after SOL test scores are
available this spring.

If you have any questions or concerns about your student’s course selections, please contact the Guidance
Office at 951-5803. 
 

Respectfully,

Amanda C. Weidner 
Principal

From the PTO

The BMS PTO continues to support the middle school through various fund raisers and hands on supportive
efforts and we would like to thank everyone who has helped along the way. This past quarter we were able to
fund:

Renewal of the “Brain Pop” subscription
Eight Chrome book chargers (for school use)
Money to support students participating in the National Honor Society Choir
Furniture for seventh grade special education center

Our next PTO meeting is scheduled for March 20 at 6 p.m. in the library. New board
member elections will be discussed and voted on later in the year. If you are interested
in holding a board position please email the PTO Board or attend an upcoming
meeting. 
 
The Blacksburg High School Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) is also looking for volunteers. If you
have an eighth grader, please consider helping next year. The BHS PTSO Board needs energetic, creative
people! Please consider joining the Board for the 2017-18 school year. The board meets on the third Tuesday of
every month at noon. Nominations are due April 4. Unable to serve on the Board? What about volunteering your
time and talents another way? And as always, monetary donations are much. In the past, the BHS PTSO has
raised money for the BHS Legacy Fund which has purchased new laptops, microscopes, and funded a
Makerspace Lab in the library. Don't forget you can purchase a Paw on theWall for someone special. At present
we are raising money and gathering gifts from area merchants and businesses for the After Prom Party. For
more information, send an email to co-presidents Jeri Elliott and Leslie Pittges at president@bhsptso.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Viki Neurauter 
President



Upcoming Dates

March 20: Report cards sent home

March 20, 6 p.m.: PTO Meeting

March 20-24: Parent/teacher conference week

March 23: No School for students–Parent/teacher conferences

April 13: Early dismissal (2.5 hours early)

April 14 & 17: Spring Break (no school)

April 20: Interims

April 25–May 12: End-of-Course SOL Tests

May 16-19: Expedited Retake SOL Tests

May 24: Last day of School/Early dismissal (if no more snow days are used)

Music in Our Schools Month

 
March is Music in Our Schools Month. This month long celebration of music

education is facilitated by the National Association for Music Education and has been
celebrated in some capacity since 1972. The goal of this month is to demonstrate the

significance of music education. Here are some of the amazing accomplishments
made by BMS music students throughout this school year.

BMS choirs put on a successful winter concert in December and had a lot of fun
sharing all their hard work with the community. They will be participating in District

Choir Assessment on March 16.  They will also be performing a spring concert, and
the date will be announced very soon! 

 
In November, 38 choir students auditioned for All-District Choir. Of those 38, 26

students were selected to participate in the event. The All-District Choir event was
held at the beginning of March in Lynchburg, VA. These students spent a day

rehearsing five pieces of music with hundreds of students from different school
districts. The day culminated in a concert where the students shared their music and

hard work with their parents and fellow students.

Of the 16 students who auditioned for All-State Choir in January, five students were
selected for this honor. The All-State Choir event is held over a three day period at
the end of April. This year, Blacksburg is the host of this event! The concert will be

held at the Moss Arts Center on Saturday, April 29. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend this concert, where you’ll be able to hear a performance from

both the middle school All-State choirs and the high school All-State choirs.

In addition to these local and state events, 10 students from BMS auditioned for the
National Honor Choir, and two students, seventh grade student Taylor Thompson



and eighth grade student Aayush Patodiya were selected to participate. The National
Honor Choir is a group of students from across the country that performs at the

National American Choral Directors Association Conference. This year, the
conference is being held in Minneapolis, MN. These two students are participating in
three days of rehearsals, and then will get to present their hard work in front of the

thousands of choral directors, music teachers, and parents in attendance at the
national conference.

Down the hall from the choir classroom, our band counterparts are also
accomplishing great things! Ten band students participated in All-District Band this

semester, and 21 will be participating in All-County band later this month. As a whole,
Eighth Grade Advanced Band received “Superior” ratings from all three judges at the

District Concert Band Assessment on March 9, the highest rating a group can
receive.

For Music In Our Schools Month, many BMS faculty members completed a survey
about their musical experiences. If you stop by the school, check out the display on
the bulletin board near the cafeteria. On staff, there are trumpet players, madrigal
singers, classmates of famous musicians, heavy metal fans, and more. To learn
more about BMS choir and to stay up to date on our events, visit the website.

 

 
District Choir 1 

 



 
District Choir 1 

 

 
District Band

 
Directions to Access Student Course Selections
Parents can view each student’s 2017-18 course requests by selecting “Class Registration” on Parent

Portal. If you have not created a Parent Portal account call 951-5803 or email the Guidance Office to

receive instructions. Parents who do not have access to the internet should call 951-5803 for assistance.

MathCounts News 



Congratulations to the BMS

MathCounts Team for their stellar

performance at the regional

competition at Liberty University on

February 11. Seventh grade student

Charlie Wang placed first and second

in individual competitions. Eighth grade

student Bryan Kim placed first in

individual competition and Samuel X 
ing placed third. The BMS team placed

second.  

Good luck to the MATHCounts Team as they compete at the State Competition on March 18.

National Geographic Bee
 
BMS held a school wide bee on January 19. Nine finalists

representing each pod, grades sixth through eighth,

participated. After answering questions that involved

places all around the world, the top three were decided.

First place-Silas Turner

Second place-Joey Zobel

Third place-Eli Rutherford

Congratulations to all who participated. Silas has qualified

to compete at the state competition on March 31. We wish

him good luck! 

Blacksburg Technology Student Association 2017
Spring Fair 



On Saturday, March 4, the Blacksburg Technology Student Association

(TSA) attended the Blue Ridge Regional Spring Fair at William Byrd High

School in Roanoke, Va.  This event provided a unique opportunity for

students to use their knowledge and technical abilities in various leadership

development roles and to solve complex technological challenges. Students

were recognized for outstanding achievement in fourteen middle school STEM (science, technology,

engineering and math) related events. The top three finishers in these specific contests will advance to

statewide competition at Technosphere '17.

The BMS team won first place in all 14 events with a total of 29 trophies! These students will be traveling

to Richmond, Va. on May 5-7 for the state level of competitions. Congratulations to all of these students. 
 

Blacksburg Middle School Regional Awards 2017

CAD Foundations  
1 Kevin Zhang 

2 Jonathan Fan 

3 Jackie Wang

Career Prep  
1 Ayca Bulbul 

2 Naira Rodriguez-Fernandez 

3 Alex Rodriguez-Fernandez

Challenging Tech. Issues  
1 Srishti Ekkad and Luke Hendershot 

2 Adriane Boerth and Callia Addikis

 

Community Service Video   1 Callia Addikis, Adriane Boerth, Srishti Ekkad and Medha Vullikanti

Digital Photography  
1 Malayna Cherbaka 

3 Patrick Davis

 

Dragster   1 Vansh Parikh

Environmental Engineering   1 Deniz Olgun, Vansh Parikh and Jackie Wang

Essays on Technology  
1 Rachel Guo 

2 Defne Olgun 

3 Mia Jones



Flight   1 Jonathan Fan 

2 Christopher Xu 

3 Mindolay Fike

Prepared Speech  
1 Vansh Parikh 

2 Rachel Guo 

3 Jackie Wang

Promotional Marketing  
1 Dasol Lee 

2 Jackie Wang 

3 Patrick Davis

STEM Animation   1 Jonathan Fan, Christopher Wu, Kevin Xu and Medha Vullikanti

Structural Engineering   1 Naira Rodriguez-Fernandez and Alex Rodriguez-Fernandez

System Control Technology   1 Team 1: Ayca Bulbul, Mindolay Fike and Naira Rodriguez-Fernandez

 
Front row: Christopher Wu, Jonathan Fan, Kevin Xu, Mindolay Fike, Patrick Davis, Naira Rodriguez-Fernandez, Alex

Rodriguez-Fernandez, Brendan Clark, Colm Dye, Josh Poteet 

Middle Row: Samuel Xiang, Aryssa Guerrero, Mia Jones, Defne Olgun, Callia Addikis, Medha Vullikanti, Srishti Ekkad, Adriane

Boerth, Malayna Cherbaka 



Back Row: Kevin Zhang, Ayca Bulbul, Jackie Wang, Dasol Lee, Rachel Guo, Vansh Parikh, Luke Hundershot, Deniz Olgun   

Advisor: Stephanie Parker (not pictured)

End-of-Course SOL Testing Schedule

Tuesday, April 25: Reading 8

Thursday, April 27: Reading 6

Friday, April 28: Reading 7, Reading Make-ups

Tuesday, May 2: Science 8, Reading 7 Make-ups

Wednesday, May 3: Math 6 (includes Advanced Math 6 taking Math 7 SOL)

Thursday, May 4: Math 7

Friday, May 5: Math 8, Math and Science 8 Make-ups

Tuesday, May 9: Civics

Thursday, May 11: Algebra and Geometry

Friday, May 12: Algebra, Geometry, and Civics Make-ups

Tuesday, May 16-Friday, May 19: Expedited Retakes

To provide students with the best opportunity for success, please follow these guidelines on testing days:

Do not schedule an appointment for your child on a day that he/she is testing. If a student leaves

in the middle of a test, he/she cannot come back and finish the test.  

Make sure your child arrives at school on time. If a student arrives after a test has begun, he/she

will have to test on a scheduled make-up day.

Make sure that your student gets a good night’s sleep the night before testing and a healthy

breakfast in the morning. 

Encourage your child to take his/her time, relax and do his/her best. 

Remind students that cell phones and any electronic devices need to be left in their locker on the

day of testing. Having a cell phone or electronic device in the testing area will result in a testing

irregularity. Consequently, any student found with a device during testing will receive two days of

ISS and will have to take an alternative form of the test.

Support the PTO

 

Please consider a few of these easy ways to support the

PTO with your everyday purchases!

 

Amazon Smiles 

Use this link to shop and The AmazonSmile 



Foundation will donate 0.5 percent of the purchase price  
from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases directly to
BMS (and there’s no cost to you!).
 
Box Tops 
Purchase any of the hundreds of products with Box
Tops. See the complete list. Send Box Tops to your School.
To make it easier, use one of our fun collection sheets.
Check back often for Bonus Box Tops opportunities. 
 
Kroger Rewards
Support BMS by registering your Kroger Rewards 
card to make sure a percentage of your purchases 
are donated back to BMS. Learn more.
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