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From the Principal

Thanksgiving Greetings Titan Families, 
 
As we get ready to embark on our first major holiday
break of the school year, I want to celebrate this season
of gratitude by thanking everyone
who contributes to making
Blacksburg Middle School a
wonderful, positive, and special
place.  
 
First, thank you to our dedicated
and talented faculty and staff.
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From the teachers who engage our students in

meaningful learning, to the guidance counselors who

nurture and address the needs our students, to the front

office staff who greet and assist our students, to the

administrative staff and SRO who mentor and guide our

students, to the instructional assistants who provide

caring support, to the custodians who work hard to keep

our building shiny and clean, to the cafeteria staff who

serve breakfast and lunch to students with a smiling face,

we are fortunate to have such a dynamic group of people

working collectively as a team in our building.  

 

Secondly, I would like to thank our parents for all that they

do to encourage and support our students and stay

involved in their learning.  Third, I want to thank the BMS

PTO for their time and effort to support our students and

teachers and enhance our school programs. Finally, and

perhaps most importantly, I want to thank our students.

We are so blessed to work with such a diverse,

inquisitive, and energetic group of students who bring a

variety of talents, ideas, and experiences to our school

community.  

 

I hope that all of our families enjoy the upcoming

Thanksgiving Break. When students return on November

28, there will be just three short weeks left in the first

semester. Please visit the BMS calendar to view the

upcoming events in December. It will be a busy but

exciting three weeks with two band concerts, a choir

concert, an art show, a book fair, basketball and wrestling

competitions, and a school enrichment day, just to name a

few events.  

 

I send out a Weekly Update to parents every Monday via

School Messenger email. If you are not receiving these

communications but would like to, please email Mrs. Van

Dyke in the main office. 

 

I wish all of you a joyful, relaxing, and peaceful

Thanksgiving holiday. 



 

Best regards, 

 

Amanda C. Weidner

Congratulations: Sharon Ruiz is Retiring

BMS would like to thank Sharon Ruiz, our business and
keyboarding teacher, for her
service and dedication to BMS
over the last three decades. Mrs.
Ruiz is retiring in December after
serving MCPS for 32 years, 29 of
which were at BMS. 
 
We are grateful for her
professional knowledge and leadership in the Career and
Technical Education field. Students have enjoyed her
positive, patient disposition, and meaningful personal
interactions. Staff have appreciated her hospitable spirit,
commitment to community outreach efforts, and her skills in
coordinating social events that contributed to a positive
atmosphere at BMS. 
 
We will miss Mrs. Ruiz and wish her and her family all the
best as she begins a life of retirement.

Aladdin Jr. On Stage

The BMS and BHS theatre departments paired up for the

first time to bring Aladdin Jr. to the stage. Carrie Mayer

(BHS) and Michael Trujillo (BMS) co-directed the musical,

with Kathryn Tidaback (BMS) as the vocal director. 

 

"This has been such a fun experience collaborating with

BMS", said Mayer. "It was a great learning experience for

all students involved, and I couldn't be prouder of the

outcome!"

Fourteen middle school students participated in the show. 

 



"This was my first musical, and it's been awesome," said
eighth grader Scarlett Hurst. "One of my favorite parts
was that everyone was so welcoming." The two
departments plan on doing more collaborations in the
future.

Chromebooks Distributed 
 
We’ve seen a great deal of excitement during the last
couple of weeks as sixth and seventh grade students
received their Chromebooks. 

One student was heard saying, “I’m working on a story
and collaborating with friends.” When he was asked for
which class, he said, “It’s not for class, it’s just for fun!”

Please help your child
remember to bring the
Chromebook to school fully
charged each day. While the
students are filtered at
home, it is recommended
that you have your child use














