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October 26, 2016

From the Principal
Fall greetings Titan families,

As the cooler weather and vibrant colors of fall arrive, I hope you are

enjoying the comfort, beauty, and opportunity for reflection that this season

provides. Students have now completed the first quarter of the school year

and this is good time for them to reflect on their learning and progress.

Report cards were distributed to students on Oct. 18. Please take the time

to talk with your child about his/her progress during the first quarter and

establish goals for the second quarter. If you have concerns about your

child’s progress, this is an ideal time to arrange a conference with your child's teachers, which can be

done by contacting our guidance office (951-5803). In addition to monitoring your child’s grades, please

also be mindful of your child's attendance. By middle school, students should seek to minimize absences,

First edition of the BMS enewsletter

Blacksburg Middle School <blacksburgmiddlepto@gmail.com>

Wed 10/26/2016 6:29 PM

To:Markandlaurahenderson@hotmail.com <Markandlaurahenderson@hotmail.com>;



missing no more than 10 days of school a year. Regular school attendance is a key factor in student

academic success.

Our fall athletic teams have completed their season competition. Both our volleyball and football teams

worked hard while demonstrating sportsmanship and teamwork that helped them achieve success. There

were several eighth grade students who participated on the JV golf team and the JV cross-country teams

at BHS. Their participation contributed to the success of those teams. With the completion of fall sports,

winter sports are now underway. These sports include girls and boys basketball, wrestling, and

cheerleading.

In addition to sports, many students at BMS are actively engaged in a variety of extracurricular activities.

Academic clubs such as Voices Literary Magazine, Yearbook Club, and the new Astronomy and Rocketry

clubs involve students in activities that support and extend classroom learning, while COAST and Help

Save the Next Girl focus on service efforts that contribute to a caring community. 

 

Recently all students had the opportunity to participate in an Enrichment Day period at BMS. Enrichment

Day is a new effort this year to provide students additional opportunities to engage in new and interesting

activities twice a semester. Sixth graders chose from 17 different activities while the seventh and eighth

graders chose from 29 activities. Such activities included Lego Mindstorms, coding, sign language,

photography, line dancing, using Adobe Photoshop, and learning calligraphy, just to name a few. It was

very exciting to see our students learning a new activity and having a lot of fun. 

 

In just a few weeks, MCPS will expand its e-Learning 1-to-1 Initiative to all sixth and seventh grade

students. This initiative will provide these students with a Dell Chromebook beginning in early November.

The Chromebooks will be used to support instruction, increase student engagement, increase student

response rates, individualize instruction, provide instructional data, and maximize the use of MCPS

electronic resources. 

 

If you are a parent of a sixth or seventh grade student, please make sure you have reviewed the e-

Learning contract and the Acceptable Use and Internet Safety policy. Both of these forms should be

signed by you and your child and returned to BMS before the end of this month.

At Blacksburg Middle School, we are committed to helping all students reveal their potential and realize

their dreams. It is a pleasure to work with your children each day to support their growth, progress, and

success. 

 

Thank you for all that you do for your children and our community. Please feel free to contact me at any

time! 

 

Best regards, 



 
Amanda C. Weidner, Principal

From the PTO President 
 

Dear families,

 
As we complete the first quarter of our school year, the BMS PTO

Board would like to thank all of the PTO chairpersons, Pod parents,

and all of our other parents and family members who have helped to

make PTO events successful.

 

We have hosted several events for the faculty at BMS, held three restaurant fundraisers, assisted

with the annual student health screenings, and helped with a few student-related projects. Without

such a wonderful “village” of parents and supporters, these activities would not be possible.

We are looking forward to working with you all. If you are interested in volunteering, please send an

email to the BMS PTO at blacksburgmiddlepto@gmail.com (attention Kela Rosario) or sign-up on

the PTO website.

Sincerely,

Viki Neurauter, PTO President

 



Guidance Office

Update 

 

October is National Bullying

Prevention month. And while we

always treat bullying seriously and

encourage students to instead be

kind and caring, it’s the perfect time

of year to focus some attention,

lessons and activities on this topic.

And since bullying now occurs in

digital spaces as well as physical ones, we need to help our students learn to

manage and navigate their electronic world in an appropriate and thoughtful way.

Both here at school and at home we want our students to go beyond just knowing

what bullying and cyberbullying are to becoming truly kind and empathetic

individuals. 

 

We have many cool and exciting activities going on in October, not only to address

Bullying Prevention but also to focus on Encouraging Empathy and Kindness. We

have an Empathy Poster Contest going on throughout the month, our library is  full of

books and materials on display related to this topic, and our Titan teachers are doing

related activities with their students each week all month.

 

We have some fun lunch-time events happening, one of which will end up with a

unique student-focused video about empathy that our titan classes will all view at the



end of the month. Our COAST

students are sponsoring our annual

Mix-It-Up day at lunch later in October

as well as a school-wide spirit day on

Oct. 28.  We’re joining in on National

Unity Day on Oct. 19 (wear orange),

and we’re encouraging more acts of

kindness from both our students and

staff. BMS is one caring and kind

community. 

 

Art Department Update 
 
The BMS Art Department is now in its second year of using Artsonia to provide an online gallery for

our students. Artsonia is dedicated to providing a safe, free space for artwork created by kids from around

the world that can be shared and enjoyed by everyone. Our students’ work is now part of the millions of

pieces on display.

 

Artsonia also gives us the unique opportunity to communicate with parents in real time about what their

child is doing in class. We are happy to have almost 100% participation in Artsonia from

our parents/guardians and we appreciate their support. 










